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•	 With the new year ahead of 
us, signs point to more concerns 
for royalty owners with what 
is happening in Austin.   2010 
will be a busy year as we head 
into 2011 and move into the 82nd 
Texas State legislative session.  
The Railroad Commission is 

undergoing the Sunset review.  The Sunset Advisory Commis-
sion reviews the need for agencies, seeks potential duplication 
of other public services and considers new ways to improve 
each agency’s operation.  The Commission seeks public input 
throughout the process by holding hearings and recommend-
ing actions on each agency to the full Legislature. Transpar-
ency of pipeline transactions and unitization are the two main 
issues  of concern to royalty and mineral owners.  NARO-TX 
will need to be engaged in this process and weigh in on these 
issues.  I’m asking all members for any input and this is an 
invitation to provide feedback voicing your comments and 
concerns.  Please forward your thoughts to narotexas@naro.
us.org.

•	 Did anyone read November’s Texas Monthly article 
“Below the Surface”?  I highly recommend taking the time 
to read this article; it is extremely informative.  The article 

touches on a legal battle between ExxonMobil and  South 
Texas ranchers that believe the oil company sabotaged wells 
on the family’s property. “ Thirteen years, millions of dollars 
in legal fees, and one state Supreme Court opinion later, the 
biggest oil field feud of its time is still raging.”

•	 According to The Dallas Morning News, T. Boone Pick-
ens spoke at the University of Texas at Dallas.  Pickens is 
urging the United States to add more wind power to the elec-
trical grid, and he’s pushing Congress to pass a law to convert 
the nation’s 7 million 18-wheelers to natural gas, saving the 
United States from having to import 2.5 million barrels of oil 
each day.  Pickens predicted that oil prices will rise to $300 a 
barrel in 10 years if the world doesn’t cut demand. He said oil 
companies struggle to maintain current levels of production, 
and he doubts they could increase supply.

•	 At the time of this writing we have just been informed 
that ExxonMobil Corporation is purchasing long-time loyal 
NARO and NARO-TX supporter XTO Energy for $31 Bil-
lion.  Earlier this month, we learned that Denbury Resources 
Inc. will acquire Encore Energy Partners. Is this a sign of 
more mergers to come?   Is natural gas finally making a 
comeback?  Lastly, is this the sign that natural gas will  play 
a critical role in meeting the world’s future energy needs?

-- by Candice Brewer, President, NARO-Texas
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In Memoriam
	 NARO lost another founding member with the passing, 
October 23, of Raymond Wilcox of Fairview, OK.   He was 
90 years old.   A veteran of WWII as a major with the 830th 
Engineer Aviation Battalion; farmer, rancher and thorough-
bred racehorse breeder; fierce water conservationist; and 
petroleum landman and royalty owner advocate, Raymond 
brought energy, experience, wise counsel and dedication to 

his twenty years as an active member of the NARO board of 
governors.  He was not only a strong and persuasive pres-
ence in the halls of the Oklahoma Capitol, he also made 
many trips to Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C., with the the 
NARO National Legislative Council.  Honor, integrity and 
hard work were the values that governed his life, and it was 
an honor to be called his friend.   -- Ed.

Tulsa University Scholarship Winner Announced
	 Trey Houston, a 
junior energy man-
agement major, was 
named first recipient 
of the OK-NARO-
Stafford Endowed 
Scholarship estab-
lished last year at the 

University of Tulsa.  Houston (second from left), is shown 
here with Mike Turman, OK-NARO scholarship commit-
tee chair; Sandra Stafford of Ada, OK; and John Brower of 
Tulsa, who initiated the process of setting up the TU schol-
arship.  OK-NARO is also responsible for the establishment 
of a similar endowed scholarship at the University of Okla-
homa -- now in its second year.  NARO members interested 
in contributing to either fund should contact Mike Turman at 
Mike.Turman@cgi.com. 


